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UNFPA is at the forefront globally in measuring, responding to and preventing violence against
women, and to date has provided technical support on collection of data to 16 countries in the
Asia-Pacific region. For the past five years, UNFPA APRO has been investing in initiatives to build
skills among government staff and researchers in the region and the lessons learned have been
incorporated into training materials and capacity building efforts. UNFPA also has a long-standing
and trusted relationship with government statistical bodies worldwide on population data initiatives
- including on national censuses - as well as a network of partners who are engaged in its work in
this area.

To date, at least 26 countries in the Asia-Pacific region have undertaken national or subnational
prevalence studies on VAW. Twenty have used the methodology for the WHO Multi-country Study on
Women'’s Health and Domestic Violence and eight have used the DHS Domestic violence module at
least once, while a few other countries used different methods. In 16 of these countries, Bangladesh,
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Philippines, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam, Cook Islands, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Samoa and Solomon Islands, UNFPA
served as a technical partner to governments and National Statistical Offices. UNFPA helped to
ensure ethical and sound data collection, analysis and interpretation of VAW data, in line with
international standards. These studies have provided an evidence base for policy advocacy, legal
reform and programme development.

Australia has supported more than 12 violence prevalence studies in the region, partnering with
UNFPA for many of these studies. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) has supported
studies in Timor-Leste and Cambodia in South East Asia, and studies in Solomon Islands, Kiribati,
Vanuatu, Tonga, Fiji, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Nauru and Palau
in the Pacific. Australia also supported the United Nations Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence
in Asia and The Pacific, which collected data on men’s violence against women at nine sites in six
countries in the region (Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Papua New Guinea).

DFAT’s contribution will be supplemented by UNFPA financial and in-kind resources, staff capacity
and expenses.
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